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CORRECTEDCOPY (TEXT SUBJECT LINE) 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PEPR, LE, IS, XF 

SUBJECT: MAJOR HADDAD: CONVERSATION WITH KAMAL AL-ASSAD 


REF: BEIRUT 1873 


1 . DURING OUR APRIL 4 CONVERSATION REPORTED REFTEL I ASKED 
KAMAL AL-ASSAD WHETHER PEOPLE WERE RETURNING TO THE SOUTH. 

HE SAID THEY WERE BUT IN MUCH SMALLER NUMBERS THAN EXPECTED 
BECUASE THEY WERE INHIBITED BY MAJOR HADDAD'S RECRUITMENT PRO- 
GRAM. HADDAD S MEN WERE GOING AROUND THE VILLAGES AND TELLING 
PEOPLE THEY HAD A CHOICE OF ENLISTING IN HIS ARMY OR LEAVING. 

THIS HAD CREATED A GOOD DEAL OF APPREHAN SION ON THE PART OF 
YOUNG MEN WHO WANTED NOTHING TO DO WITH HADDAD. AL-ASSAD 
SAID IT WAS URGENT USG BRING PRESSURE TO BEAR ON ISRAELIS 
TO DISARM HADDAD AND TO STOP HIS RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN. 


2. 1 SAID EVERYONE AGREED HADDAD AND CHIDDIAC WERE 
NUISANCES AND QUESTION WAS HOW TO BRING THEM UNDER CONTROL. 
THE ISRAELIS WERE RF.LE1IC.TANT TO DISARM THEM BECAUSE THEIR 
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RELATIONS WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS WERE SO POOR. ASSAD ASKED 
WHAT WAS MEANT BY "NEIGHBORS". I SAID ISRAELIS SPOKE OF 
MOSLEMS, PRESUMABLY MEANING SHIA. ASSAD SAID IN THIS 
CASE THEY WERE LYING. THERE WAS NO PROBLEM IN 
RELATIONS BETWEEN SHIA AND CHRISTIANS IN SOUTH. 

PROBLEM WAS BETWEEN PALESTINIANS AND CHRISTIANS. THE 
ISRAELIS WERE TRYING TO KEEP HADDAD IN PLACE IN ORDER TO 
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GIVE THEM A PRETEXT FOR INTERFERING WHENEVER THEY 
WANTED. 

PARKER 
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